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Abstract 

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) represent the rich intellectual traditions of India 
developed over centuries in areas such as philosophy, literature, education, culture, and 
ethics. While these traditions have played a vital role in shaping Indian society, the 
contributions of women scholars have often been overlooked or marginalized in historical 
records. This paper attempts to rediscover and highlight the intellectual contributions of women 
within Indian Knowledge Systems, with particular reference to philosophy, literature, and 
education.The study focuses on early women thinkers such as Gargi Vachaknavi, Maitreyi, and 
Lopamudra, who activelyparticipated in philosophical discussions and literary creation during 
the Vedic period. It also examines women’sroles in later literary traditions, especially 
devotional and oral literature, where women expressed spiritual ideas, preserved cultural 
values, and questioned social boundaries. The paper follows a qualitative and descriptive 
research methodology based on secondary sources, including ancient texts, books, and 
scholarly writings.The study reveals that women in ancient and medieval India were not 
passive receivers of knowledge but active creators and transmitters of intellectual traditions. 
Their contributions challenged materialism, promoted spiritual inquiry, and strengthened ethical 
and cultural values. The paper also discusses the relevance of recognizing women’s 
contributions in contemporary education, especially in the context of the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, which encourages the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems into 
modern curricula. 

By rediscovering women scholars in Indian Knowledge Systems, the paper argues for a 
more inclusive and balanced understanding of India’s intellectualheritage. Such recognition not 
only corrects historical neglect but also empowers present and future generations by promoting 
gender equality and cultural awareness in education. 
Keywords: Indian Knowledge Systems, Women Scholars, Literature, Education, 
Empowerment, NEP 2020 
 
Main Body 
1. Introduction 

Indian Knowledge Systems include India’s traditional knowledge related to philosophy, 
literature, education, science, and moral values. These systems developed through 
discussions, texts, and oral traditions over thousands of years. However, historical narratives 
have mainly highlighted male scholars, while women’s 
intellectual contributions have often remained invisible.“Long before history learned to name 
them, women were shaping wisdom with words, their voices flowing quietly  
through time.” 

Ancient texts reveal that women actively participated in learning and scholarly debates. 
This paper aims to rediscover the contributions of women scholars in Indian Knowledge 
Systems and emphasize their relevance in both historical understanding and modern 
education. 
2. Women Scholars in Ancient Indian Philosophy 
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Ancient Indian literature refers to educated women scholars known as Rishikas. One of 
the most prominent among them was Gargi Vachaknavi, who is mentioned in the Upanishads. 
She participated in philosophical debates and questioned leading scholars on the nature of 
reality and the universe. Her intellectual confidence reflects women’s respected position in 
early Indian philosophy. 

Maitreyi was another influential thinker who believed that true happiness lies in 
knowledge rather than material wealth. Her philosophical ideas focused on self-realization and 
spiritual wisdom. Lopamudra, a Vedic poet,composed hymns included in the Rig Veda, 
showing that women directly contributed to sacred literature. 
 “Not silent listeners, but fearless questioners, they stood in halls of learning, asking what 
lies beyond the seen andthe known.” 

These examples clearly show that women were active participants in the creation of 
Indian philosophical thought. 
3. Women and Literary Traditions 

Women made significant contributions to Indian literary traditions, particularly through 
devotional poetry and oral literature. During the Bhakti movement, women poets such as 
Mirabai expressed deep spiritual devotion through simple yet powerful poems. Their writings 
often challenged social restrictions and emphasized personal spiritual experience over rigid 
rituals. 
“I found my voice in devotion, not in permission; my song rose where walls tried to silence me.” 

Apart from written poetry, women preserved cultural knowledge through folk songs, 
stories, rituals, and oral narratives. These traditions played an important role in shaping 
regional languages and cultural identities, making women key carriers of literary and cultural 
knowledge. 
4. Role of Women in Education 

Although formal education gradually became male-dominated, women continued to play 
a crucial role in informal education. Within families and communities, women taught children 
through storytelling, moral instruction, and daily cultural practices. They transmitted values 
such as discipline, compassion, and respect, which form an essential part of Indian Knowledge 
Systems. This informal mode of education ensured the continuity of cultural and ethical 
knowledge across generations. 
5. Contemporary Relevance 

Recognizing women’s contributions to Indian Knowledge Systems is essential in today’s 
educational context. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 encourages the integration of 
Indian Knowledge Systems into school and higher education curricula. Including women 
scholars and thinkers promotes gender equality, cultural awareness, and critical thinking 
among students. It also helps build a more inclusive and balanced academic environment. 
Conclusion 

Women have always been an integral part of Indian Knowledge Systems. Their 
contributions to philosophy,literature, and education deserve greater academic recognition. 
Rediscovering their intellectual heritage helps correct historical imbalance and strengthens 
inclusive education. 
“When we remember their words, we do more than honour the past— we give the future a 
fuller voice.” 

By integrating women’s contributions into modern education, we can empower future 
generations and preserveIndia’s rich and diverse intellectual tradition. 
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